
ary. The death rate was also considerably smaller
than that of February of last year, which was
23.84. In the last week of the month the rate
was 27.28 in 1900 and 20.8 in 1901. The most
marked decline was in the mortality from pneu-
monia, the weekly average of deaths from which
decreased from 270 in January to 158.5 in Feb-
ruary. The weekly average of deaths from influ-
enza decreased from 88.75 to 51.75; from phthi-
sis, from 179.75 to 173.5 ; from bronchitis, from
54.75 to 41.5 ; from diphtheria and croup, from
55.5 to 40.75 ; and from typhoid fever, from 13.5
to 9. On the other hand, the weekly average of
deaths from scarlet fever increased from 18.5 to
27 ; measles, from 1.75 to 6.25 ; whooping-cough,
from 3.25 to 4.5, and smallpox from 2.25 to 8. In
the week ending March 2d there were 11 deaths
from the last-named disease.

Desteuction op a Smallpox Hospital
—

On
March 11th a mob, led presumably by the same

persons as the preceding one, before mentioned,
succeeded in destroying the temporary smallpox
hospital at Orange, N. J., chopping it down with
axes and hatchets. On the following night the
ruins of the building were set on fire and entirely
consumed. At a special meeting of the Common
Council, called, on March 13th, on the application
of the Board of Health, a communication was read
from the Mayor, asking the Council to designate a

place for the erection of a hospital for contagious
diseases, and a resolution was adopted directing
the committee on public health to confer with the
authorities of East Orange, West Orange, and
South Orange in regard to securing a permanent
hospital of this character to be used in common

by the various communities.

Water Supply of New Yoek.— There has
been a good deal of talk about a shortage in the
water supply of the city in the near future, but
James R. Cross, President of the American
Society of Civil Engineers, has just made the
statement that there is plenty of water for New
York for many years to come, provided the pres-
ent waste is checked. He bases this opinion
principally upon a comparison with Boston, Fall
River and other cities, and on the examinations,
measurements and observations recently made by
John R. Freeman and himself. Roughly, about
61 % of the water, he says, is wasted. Of this
percentage about one-fifth is wasted by private
consumers, and could be checked by the general
use of meters. The remainder, or nearly 50%
of the entire supply to the city, is wasted by
leakage from the street mains and the house con-
nections.
New Nurses' Home for Peesbyteeian Hos-

pital.— Plans have been filed for a new nurses'

home, to be erected for the Presbyterian Hospital
on 71st Street, opposite the hospital buildings.
It will be eight stories in height, and occupy a

plot 124 by 102 feet. Several months ago an

anonymous benefactor promised $300,000 for the
erection of this building, provided the hospital
authorities would assume the maintenance of it.
When it is completed the capacity of the hospital
will be materially increased, as the upper floors,
which are now given up to living apartments for
the corps of eighty-five nurses, will then be
turned into additional medical and surgical wards.
The C. R. Agnew Fund.

—

In the thirty-first
annual report of the Manhattan Eye and Ear
IIos23ital it is announced that during the past year
donations and bequests for the C. R. Agnew Me-
morial Fund have been received to the extent of
$2,561, and that this fund now amounts to $24,217.
Peovision foe the Sick Poor.— The Legis-

lature has passed and Governor Odell has signed a

bill authorizing town supervisors in counties
where there are not adequate accommodati ms for
the care of the sick poor to send such patients to
the nearest hospital.
A Prolific Family.

—

Hester Forbes, who re-

cently died at Waverley, N. Y., at the age of 94,
left an extraordinary number of descendants.
These are given as 146 ; namely, 10 children, 50
grandchildren, 72 great-grandchildren, and 14
great-great-grandchildren.
Double Penis.— At the March meeting of the

Surgical Section of the New York Academy Dr.
Carl Beck presented a case of that very rare

deformity, double penis ; the subject was an in-
fant of five months.

Miscellany.
THE DANGERS OF BOILED MILK.

It is well, no doubt, says the Medical Press,
to educate the public in the importance of avoid-
ing the consumption of raw, i.e., unboiled, milk,
but it is also well to bear in mind that boiling does
not impart to stale or partially-decomposed milk
the health-giving properties of freshly-drawn milk.
Boiling may sterilize milk so far as active, living
organisms are concerned, but it does not rid the
fluid of the toxins elaborated by them during their
brief spell of life. The irritating effects some-
times observed to follow the ingestion of boiled
milk are due, in part at any rate, to the presence
of these products. There are, however, other
changes to which boiled milk is liable. If raw
milk be allowed to stand it turns sour, and the
change is accompanied by the production of a
certain quantity of gas. If milk which has been
sterilized by Pasteurization or by heating to 70° C.
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be subjected to the same treatment, the casein is
precipitated as curds mixed with bubbles of gas,
with a distinctly putrefactive odor. If the milk
be boiled before being allowed to stand, the curds
fall to the bottom without the formation of gas,
and the albuminoid substances undergo gradual
disintegration. In the case of raw milk lactic acid
predominates ; in Pasteurized milk the ferment is
destroyed and replaced by gas-forming organisms,
while in boiled milk the bacteria are destroyed
and their place is taken by peptonizing organisms
which elaborate products often of a toxic nature.
To prevent this deleterious change it is recom-

mended, when boiled milk is not for immediate
consumption, a small quantity of raw milk should
be added thereto.

THE INTERNATIONAL CATALOGUE OF SCI-
ENTIFIC LITERATURE.

The British Medical Journal, urging the ne-

cessity of an international catalogue, writes :
" One of the complaints which British men of

science frequently make is that scientific work
done and published in this country is often ignored
by foreign investigators and writers. This is even
the case with German writers, whose thoroughness
in all such work is well known and recognized,
and who have frequently laid science under great
obligations by the compilation of the bibliog-
raphies of special subjects. It is not to be sup-
posed that this failure to recognize work done and
published in this country is due to any intention
on the part of foreign writers to belittle British
science. When attention has been called to such
an omission, as it has often been our duty to do,
the excuse invariably given is that the foreign
writer had not found a reference to the particular
research in any quarter accessible to him. The
scheme of the International Catalogue of Scien-
tific Literature, as to which we have on several
occasions given particulars, is not a British scheme,
but it was initiated by the Royal Society, and that
body continues to take a leading part in the work.
The volumes will, in fact, be published under its
direction. There can be no doubt that this cata-
logue will in future be consulted by all serious
workers in all parts of the world who are study-
ing the literature of any subject; it therefore be-
hooves British men of science, in the interest of
science itself not less than in that of their own

reputation, to take care that the papers which they
contribute to scientific literature should be brought
under the notice of the cataloguers. If this be
not done, there will in the future be no good
ground for complaint if publications are over-
looked by foreign writers."
Professor Halliburton, writing in the same

number of the Journal, says :
" The formation of an International Catalogue of

Scientific Literature, which was initiated by the
Royal Society, and has been the subject of several
international conferences during the last few years,
has at last been started, and cataloguing is in

active progress. It is hoped that all papers pub-lished on and after January 1st of the present yearwill be indexed ; the indexes will be two in num-
ber—an author index and a subject index. Each
j)articipating nation will be responsible for the
indexing of the papers published in that country.A central bureau is to collect, co-ordinate, and
publish the labors of the various national bureaus."

SUMMARY OF DEATHS IN BOSTON FOR THE
YEARS 1899 AND 1900.

The following statistics, published by order of
the Board of Health, offer a comparison of the
deaths and the causes for the years 1899 and
1900 : Total number of deaths from all causes, in1899, 11,167; in 1900, 11,678. Population, (es-timated) 1899, 555,057; 1900 (census) 560,892.Annual death rate per 1,000 inhabitants, 1899,20.12; 1900, 20.82. Total number from zymoticdiseases, 1899, 1,444; 1900, 3,787. Percentageof deaths from zymotic diseases to total mor-
tality, 1899, 12.93; 1900, 32.43. Total num-
ber of still-births, 1899, 539; 1900, 578. Total
deaths of children under 1 year, 1899, 2,404;1900, 2,410. Total deaths of children under 2
years, 1899, 3,034; 1900, 3,013. Total deaths of
children under 5 years, 1899, 3,591 ; 1900, 3,752.Percentage of deaths under 5 years to total mor-
tality, 1899, 32.15; 1900, 32.13. Total number
of deaths from diarrhceal diseases, under 5 years,1899, 329; 1900, 661. Total number of deaths
from diarrhceal diseases, all ages, 1899, 396; 1900,762. Percentage of deaths from diarrhceal dis-
eases to total mortality, 1899, 3.54; 1900, 6.52.
Choleramorbus, 1899, 16; 1900, 15. Cholera in-
fantum, 1899, 280; 1900, 299. Cerebro spinalmeningitis, 1899. 88; 1900, 66. Diarrhoea, 1899,69; 1900, 442. Dvscntry, 1899, 31; 1900, 6.
Diphtheria and croup, 1899, 304; 1900, 537,Erysipelas, 1899,42; 1900, 53. Influenza, 1899,49; 1900, 215. Intermittent fever, 1899, 1 ; 1900.6. Measles, 1899, 33; 1900, «8. Pulmonary,laryngcal and general tuberculosis, 1899, 1,236;1900, 1,407. Puerperal fever, 1899, 11 ; 1900,
29. Pyemia and septicemia, 1899, 73; 1900,100. Rheumatism, 1899, 17; 1900, 69. Scar-
latina, 1899, 74; 1900, 181. Small-pox, 1899, 5;1900, none. Syphilis (congenital), 1899, 22;1900,20. Syphilis, 1899, 5; 1900, 10. Typhoidfever, 1899, 165; 1900, 143. Typhus fever, 1899,
none; 1900, none. Whooping cough, 1899, 76;1900, 99. Yellow fever, 1899, none; 1900, none.
Other zymotic diseases, 1899, 9; 1900, 2. Cancer,1899, 402; 1900, 452. Bright's disease, 1899,118; 1900, 142. Bronchitis, 1899, 393; 1900,304. Heart disease, 1899, 966; 1900, 1,009.Pneumonia, 1899, 1,455; 1900, 1,241. Old age,1899, 212; 1900, 315. Violent deaths, 1899, 620 ;1900, 561. The increased number of deaths in
the zymotic group in 1900 over that of 1899 is
chiefly due to the incorporating into this group
pulmonary, laryngeal and general tuberculosis
with some form of diarrheal diseases.
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